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Mores of Javh, the Savants of Wadi, the Dalvis of South Konkan,
the Manes of Mhaswad, the Surves and the Shirkes of Shringarpur,
the Nimbalkars-of Faltan, and the Ghadges of Malawadi. Shivaji's
object during these years appears to have been to unite these chiefs,
whose Jahagirs lay to the south of the Nira and north of the
Krishna, as he had united those who lived in his neighbourhood,
under his leadership. His offers were, however, declined, and
Chandrarao More, the most powerful of them, allowed his Jahagirs
to be used as a protection to a party sent from Bijapur under a
Brahman Sardar, Baji Shamaraj, with the intention of surprising
Shivaji and assassinating him. The plot was discovered, and the
Bijapur agents were in their turn surprised by Shivaji. This active
hostility of Chandrarao More could not be safely put up with
any. longer, and ShivajPs agents, Ragho Ballal and Shambhaji
Kawji, resolved on their own account to punish the Mores. The
vengeance was swift and sure, but the deed was none the less to
be censured, seeing that it was open and avowed treachery in
return for what had only been a suspected connivance at treachery.
The Maratha chroniclers themselves attempt no defence of the
murder of Chandrarao, and the only extenuating feature of the
incident is that Shivaji's agents planned and carried it out on
their own responsibility, though afterwards Shivaji accepted the
results without much misgiving. The conquest of Javli opened up
the way to the subjugation of the country south of Pratapgad,
down to the limits of Panhala, as also the Southern Konkan,
including the Jahagirs of the Savants of Wadi, who made their
submission. The Daivis and the Surves who held Jahagirs in those
parts were also reduced to submission. The Sidd's territory was
also attacked, but without any decided result.
These successes brought matters to a crisis, and the Bijapur
authorities resolved to make a supreme effort. They had found out
that Shivaji was not amenable to his father's control, and that any
pressure put upon him through his father only drove him to seek
the support of the Moghul Emperor. Their first army under Baji
Shamaraj, who sought to surprise Shivaji unawares, had been
defeated and Chandrarao More, on whom they relied, as also the
Savants and Dalvis, had found themselves unable to hold their
place against Shivaji's generals. This time, therefore, they resolved
to send an overwhelming force under their ablest Pathan general
Afzulkhan. Afzulkhan had taken part in the Karnatik wars, and
with or without reason had been suspected as having helped
Shahaji's enemies there and brought about the untimely death of
Shivaji's elder brother. Afzulkhan had ostentatiously undertaken
in open Darbar at Bijapur to capture the mountain rat, as he